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Sample Response 1


No one from the small town of Hoquaim, Washington ever knew that on the twentieth of February in 1967, a musician by the name of Kurt Cobain was born and would soon live a life that would affect millions of lives.  Cobain did not start out as a musician; he was first born with a heavy case of bronchitis, which lasted throughout his whole childhood (Gracie 5).  Cobain frequently would be in and out of school, often for weeks only to stay in bed and try to heal his sick body.  However, Cobain often said that the most disturbing part of his childhood was when Mr. and Mrs. Cobain decided to and divorce when he was just seven years old(Grant 3).  After years of fighting, two heartbroken parents left their heartbroken son to deal with his own problems.  These sad experiences at home caused Cobain to be anti-social and have a bad temper in public and at school (Gracie 7).  Cobain was often in fights and got into trouble with police.  All of these childhood experiences impacted Cobain and his music in the years to come.

Kurt Cobain was influenced and motivated by many factors on his road to a record deal.  Cobain was heavily influenced by the Sex Pistols, a popular rock band when Cobain was a child, and he looked up to the band as role models (Jones 5).  This English band helped Cobain shape and contort his style of music to the point of originality.  Another, yet more displeasing, factor that influenced Cobain’s music was the way he was treated at school.  He would receive random beatings from classmates at school who hated him.  In later years, Cobain would talk about these beatings as a huge inspiration in his lyrics, and that the “jocks” who would usually beat him up, ended up helping him, in the end(Grant 4). Cobain's experiences with his parents, childhood illness, and classmates were all major influences on his life and music and would soon lead to a promising future that ended tragically.  
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