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Poetry: the FAB 4

Speaker:  
Who is talking?

Subject:  
What is the poem about?

Theme:  
What is the speaker saying about the subject?

Elements:  
How does the author use literary elements to enhance the meaning?

La Belle Dame Sans Merci

By John Keats (1795-1821)

Ah, what can ail thee, knight-at-arms, 
    Alone and palely loitering?
The sedge is withered from the lake,
    And no birds sing. 


(4)

Ah, what can ail thee, knight-at-arms,
    So haggard and so woe-begone?
The squirrel's granary is full,
    And the harvest's done. 

I see a lily on thy brow,


(11)
    With anguish moist and fever dew,
And on thy cheek a fading rose
    Fast withereth too. 

I met a lady in the meads

(16)
    Full beautiful – a faery's child;
Her hair was long, her foot was light,
    And her eyes were wild. 

I made a garland for her head,

(21)
    And bracelets too, and fragrant zone;
She looked at me as she did love,
    And made sweet moan. 

I set her on my pacing steed,

(26)
    And nothing else saw all day long;
For sideways would she bend, and sing
    A faery's song. 

She found me roots of relish sweet,

(31)
    And honey wild, and manna dew,
And sure in language strange she said,
    “I love thee true!” 

She took me to her elfin grot,


(36)
    And there she wept and sighed full sore,
And there I shut her wild wild eyes--
    With kisses four. 

And there we lulléd me asleep,


(41)
    And there I dreamed, and woe betide!
The latest dream I ever dreamed
    On the cold hill side. 

I saw pale kings, and princes too,

(46)
    Pale warriors, death-pale were they all;
They cried – “La Belle Dame sans Merci
    Hath thee in thrall!" 

I saw their starved lips in the gloam,

(51)
    With horrid warning gaped wide,
And I awoke, and found me here,
    On the cold hill’s side. 

And this is why I sojourn here,


(56)
    Alone and palely loitering,
Though the sedge has withered from the lake,
    And no birds sing. 

Young 
by Anne Sexton

A thousand doors ago




when I was a lonely kid
in a big house with four
garages and it was summer
as long as I could remember,


5
I lay on the lawn at night,
clover wrinkling under me,
the wise stars bedding over me,
my mother's window a funnel
of yellow heat running out,


10
my father's window, half shut,
an eye where sleepers pass,
and the boards of the house
were smooth and white as wax
and probably a million leaves


15
sailed on their strange stalks
as the crickets ticked together
and I, in my brand new body,
which was not a woman’s yet,
told the stars my questions


20
and thought God could really see
the heat and the painted light,
elbows, knees, dreams, goodnight. 
Study Questions
1. What can you infer about the speaker and her childhood? Cite  lines to explain.

2. What is your interpretation of the nature imagery used throughout the poem?  How does it further the meaning?

3. Explain the meaning of lines 9-12.  What can you infer about the speaker’s relationship with her parents?

4. What is the tone of the poem?  Cite lines to explain your answer.

5. What might you infer about the speaker’s perspective on God as a child vs. now?

6. How do you interpret the last line of the poem?
Hanging Fire

by Audre Lorde

I am fourteen

and my skin has betrayed me

the boy I cannot live without

still sucks his thumb

in secret




5
how come my knees are 

always so ashy

what if I die

before morning

and momma's in the bedroom


10
with the door closed.


I have to learn how to dance

in time for the next party

my room is too small for me

suppose I die before graduation

15
they will sing sad melodies

but finally

tell the truth about me

There is nothing I want to do

and too much




20
that has to be done

and momma's in the bedroom

with the door closed.

Nobody even stops to think 

about my side of it



25
I should have been on Math Team

my marks were better than his

why do I have to be

the one

wearing braces



30
I have nothing to wear tomorrow

will I live long enough

to grow up

and momma's in the bedroom

with the door closed.



35

Those Winter Sundays

by Robert Hayden

Sundays too my father got up early



1
and put his clothes on in the blueblack cold,
then with cracked hands that ached
from labor in the weekday weather made
banked fires blaze. No one ever thanked him.

5

I'd wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.
When the rooms were warm, he'd call,
and slowly I would rise and dress,
fearing the chronic angers of that house,

Speaking indifferently to him,



10
who had driven out the cold
and polished my good shoes as well.
What did I know, what did I know
of love's austere and lonely offices? 

Study Questions

1. What is the overriding mood of this poem? How is this mood created? (Cite lines.)

2. Describe the perspective from which the poem is told.  What can you tell about the speaker?

3. What do you think the poet means by the “chronic angers of that house”? What can you infer about the speaker’s childhood?

4. How is the father characterized in the poem?

5. Using the definition below, cite examples of how assonance is used in the poem.  How does the poet’s use of assonance contributed to the poem’s mood and tone?

6. Explain the meaning of the last two lines.  [Note: the word “office” takes on another meaning here. You may need to consult a dictionary.]

7. What is the message/overriding theme of the poem?


Mother to Son 
by Langston Hughes 

Well, son, I’ll tell you:
Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.
It’s had tacks in it,
And splinters,
And boards torn up,





5
And places with no carpet on the floor—
Bare.
But all the time 
I’se been a-climbin’ on,
And reachin’ landin’s,




10
And turnin’ corners,
And sometimes goin’ in the dark
Where there ain’t been no light.
So, boy, don’t you turn back.
Don’t you set down on the steps



15
’Cause you finds it’s kinder hard.
Don’t you fall now—
For I’se still goin’, honey,
I’se still climbin’,
And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.

20
Study Questions
1. Characterize the speaker of the poem.  What can you infer about her?

2. Explain the extended metaphor used in the poem.
3. What do the “tacks,” “splinters,” and “boards torn up” symbolize in lines 3-5?

4. Why is “bare” on its own line?
5. What do the “landin’s” and “corners” symbolize?

6. What is significant about the diction of the poem?  How does it connect to the meaning of the poem?

7. What is the overriding theme of the poem?

Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night

by Dylan Thomas

Do not go gentle into that good night,

Old age should burn and rave at close of day;

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

Though wise men at their end know dark is right,

Because their words had forked no lightning they


5
Do not go gentle into that good night.

Good men, the last wave by, crying how bright

Their frail deeds might have danced in a green bay,

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.

Wild men who caught and sang the sun in flight,


10
And learn, too late, they grieved it on its way,

Do not go gentle into that good night.

Grave men, near death, who see with blinding sight

Blind eyes could blaze like meteors and be gay, 

Rage, rage against the dying of the light.


15
And you, my father, there on the sad height,

Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray.

Do not go gentle into that good night.

Rage, rage against the dying of the light. 

 

Study Questions

1. What does the speaker mean by the line, “Do not go gentle into that goodnight”? What might “night” symbolize here?

2. What does the speaker say about “wise men”?

3. What does the speaker say about “good men”?

4. What does the speaker say about “wild men”?

5. What does the speaker say about “grave” men?  (What is meant by “grave”?)
6. Who is the speaker addressing in this poem?  What line tells you?

7. What is the speaker asking this person to do?

8. What literary elements are used to enhance the meaning?

9. Interpret the line “Curse, bless, me now with your fierce tears, I pray.” What is the meaning of the paradox here?

When You Are Old

by William Butler Yeats

When you are old and grey and full of sleep,

And nodding by the fire, take down this book,

And slowly read, and dream of the soft look

Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep;

How many loved your moments of glad grace,

5
And loved your beauty with love false or true,

But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you,

And loved the sorrows of your changing face;

And bending down beside the glowing bars,

Murmur, a little sadly, how Love fled


10
And paced upon the mountains overhead

And hid his face amid a crowd of stars.


 
Study Questions

1. Who is the speaker addressing in the poem?  Cite lines that prove this.

2. What is meant by “take down this book,/And slowly read”?  What is the “book”?

3. Explain the meaning of lines 5-6.

4. What is meant by “But one man loved the pilgrim soul in you”?
a. Who is the “one man”?
b. What do you suppose is meant by the description “pilgrim soul”?
5. What are the “glowing bars” in line 9?
6. Explain the personification of “Love” in lines 10-12.  What happened to it?
7. Identify the tone of the poem and explain your ideas.
somewhere i have never travelled,gladly beyond

by E. E. Cummings
somewhere i have never travelled,gladly beyond

any experience,your eyes have their silence:

in your most frail gesture are things which enclose me,

or which i cannot touch because they are too near

your slightest look easily will unclose me



5
though i have closed myself as fingers,

you open always petal by petal myself as Spring opens

(touching skilfully,mysteriously)her first rose

or if your wish be to close me, i and

my life will shut very beautifully ,suddenly,



10
as when the heart of this flower imagines

the snow carefully everywhere descending;

nothing which we are to perceive in this world equals

the power of your intense fragility:whose texture

compels me with the color of its countries,



15
rendering death and forever with each breathing

(i do not know what it is about you that closes

and opens;only something in me understands

the voice of your eyes is deeper than all roses)

nobody,not even the rain,has such small hands



20
Study Questions

1. What does the poet mean figuratively by “somewhere i have never travelled”?

2. How can the speaker be characterized? (Cite lines to support your ideas.)

3. Who is the speaker addressing?  What can you infer about this person.  Again cite lines to support your ideas.

4. What does this person do for the speaker? 

5. What is the purpose of the nature imagery in the poem?  How does it connect to meaning?

6. What does the speaker mean by lines 14-15 “whose texture compels me with the color of its countries”?  What might he be saying about the person he is addressing?
7. Consider the use of capitalization in the poem. Why do you suppose Cummings use unconventional capitalization in this poem? 

8. What is the purpose of parentheses and tight spacing in the poem? [No spaces between parentheses and words next to them as is the norm.]

9. What might the speaker mean by the last line of the poem?

anyone lived in a pretty how town 

by E. E. Cummings

anyone lived in a pretty how town

(with up so floating many bells down)

spring summer autumn winter

he sang his didn't he danced his did

Women and men(both little and small)

5
cared for anyone not at all

they sowed their isn't they reaped their same

sun moon stars rain

children guessed(but only a few

and down they forgot as up they grew

10
autumn winter spring summer)

that noone loved him more by more

when by now and tree by leaf

she laughed his joy she cried his grief

bird by snow and stir by still


15
anyone's any was all to her

someones married their everyones

laughed their cryings and did their dance

(sleep wake hope and then)they

said their nevers they slept their dream

20

stars rain sun moon

(and only the snow can begin to explain

how children are apt to forget to remember

with up so floating many bells down)

one day anyone died i guess


25
(and noone stooped to kiss his face)

busy folk buried them side by side

little by little and was by was

all by all and deep by deep

and more by more they dream their sleep

30
noone and anyone earth by april

wish by spirit and if by yes.

Women and men(both dong and ding)

summer autumn winter spring

reaped their sowing and went their came

35
sun moon stars rain

Dulce Et Decorum Est 

by Wilfred Owen

Bent double, like old beggars under sacks,
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed through sludge,
Till on the haunting flares we turned our backs
And towards our distant rest began to trudge.
Men marched asleep. Many had lost their boots
But limped on, blood-shod. All went lame; all blind;
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to the hoots
Of disappointed shells that dropped behind.

GAS! Gas! Quick, boys!-- An ecstasy of fumbling,
Fitting the clumsy helmets just in time;
But someone still was yelling out and stumbling
And floundering like a man in fire or lime.--
Dim, through the misty panes and thick green light
As under a green sea, I saw him drowning.

In all my dreams, before my helpless sight,
He plunges at me, guttering, choking, drowning.

If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues,--
My friend, you would not tell with such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory,
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.

Study Questions

1. Using your knowledge of history, identify the war which Owen describes. 

2. How does the diction add to the poem?  Cite specific lines.

3. Why does the poet capitalize the word "GAS" when he repeats it? 

4. What happens to the man next to the speaker?  How does this affect him in years to come?

5. What does the poet see each night in his dreams? 

6. Who does the speaker address in the last stanza?  For what reason?

7. What is the purpose of the imagery in the last stanza?

8. Explain the meaning of the title.  How does it inform the meaning of the poem?
Glory of Women

by Siegfried Sassoon 

	YOU love us when we’re heroes, home on leave,
	 

	Or wounded in a mentionable place.
	 

	You worship decorations; you believe
	 

	That chivalry redeems the war’s disgrace.
	 

	You make us shells. You listen with delight,
	         5

	By tales of dirt and danger fondly thrilled.
	 

	You crown our distant ardours while we fight,
	 

	And mourn our laurelled memories when we’re killed.
	 

	You can’t believe that British troops ‘retire’
	 

	When hell’s last horror breaks them, and they run,
	  10

	Trampling the terrible corpses—blind with blood.
	 

	  O German mother dreaming by the fire,
	 

	  While you are knitting socks to send your son
	 

	  His face is trodden deeper in the mud.
	 


Study Questions

1. Who is the speaker addressing in this poem?

2. What is meant by “a mentionable place”?

3. What is the tone of this poem?  What lines tell you this?

4. How do women react to soldiers according to the first 8 lines of the poem?  Again, cite lines to prove this.

5. Explain the meaning of the following line:  “You believe that chivalry redeems the war’s disgrace.”  How does the speaker characterize women?

6. What is the speaker’s attitude towards women in the poem?  Why does he feel this way?  What lines show this?

7. Why is the word “retire” in quotes? What does it mean?

8. How does the poet use diction effectively in the poem? Cite examples

9. The writer of the poem is British, yet he addresses a German mother.  Why?

10. What is the overriding theme of this poem?

Aunt Jennifer’s Tigers

by Adrienne Rich

Aunt Jennifer's tigers prance across a screen, 

1

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green. 

They do not fear the men beneath the tree; 

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty. 







5

Aunt Jennifer's fingers fluttering through her wool 


Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle's wedding band 

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer's hand. 







10

When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie 

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by. 

The tigers in the panel that she made 

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.

Study Questions

1. Characterize Aunt Jennifer. What can you infer about her? (Cite lines to support your claim.)

2. What are her tigers, literally? (Note the mention of a screen and the needle and wool.)

3. How do the tigers compare to Aunt Jennifer? (Cite lines to support your claim.)

4. Why do you suppose she has decided to create tigers rather than some other animal?

5. What is the purpose of the alliteration in line 6?  What does it indicate about Aunt Jennifer?

6. Explain the symbolism of the “massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band.”

7. What will happen to Aunt Jennifer in death?

8. Note the use of diction in this poem. What words are particularly significant for their connotations as well as denotations?  Why?  Name at least three and explain them.

9. What does Adrienne Rich suggest about the significance of art?

Storm Warnings 
by Adrienne Rich 

The glass has been falling all the afternoon, 


1
And knowing better than the instrument 
What winds are walking overhead, what zone 
Of gray unrest is moving across the land, 
I leave the book upon a pillowed chair 



5
And walk from window to closed window, watching 
Boughs strain against the sky 

And think again, as often when the air 
Moves inward toward a silent core of waiting, 
How with a single purpose time has traveled 


10
By secret currents of the undiscerned 
Into this polar realm. Weather abroad 
And weather in the heart alike come on 
Regardless of prediction. 

Between foreseeing and averting change 


15
Lies all the mastery of elements 
Which clocks and weatherglasses cannot alter. 
Time in the hand is not control of time, 
Nor shattered fragments of an instrument 
A proof against the wind; the wind will rise, 


20
We can only close the shutters. 

I draw the curtains as the sky goes black 
And set a match to candles sheathed in glass 
Against the keyhole draught, the insistent whine 
Of weather through the unsealed aperture. 


25
This is our sole defense against the season; 
These are the things we have learned to do 
Who live in troubled regions. 

Study Questions

1. Identify the extended metaphor in this poem. [Hint: the storm is compared to…] 

2. What is the “glass” in line 1?

3. What is the significance of line 5?

4. Explain the meaning of “Weather abroad/And weather in the heart alike come on 
     Regardless of prediction.”

5. Paraphrase the meaning of stanza 3. What is the speaker saying about “clocks and weatherglasses”?

6. In the last line, what does the poet mean by people who have lived in “troubled regions”?

7. What literary elements are used to enhance the meaning of the poem? Cite examples and explain  


what the elements do to enhance meaning.
Still I Rise

by Maya Angelou

You may write me down in history
With your bitter, twisted lies,
You may trod me in the very dirt
But still, like dust, I'll rise.


Does my sassiness upset you?


5
Why are you beset with gloom?
'Cause I walk like I've got oil wells
Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,
With the certainty of tides,


10
Just like hopes springing high,

Still I'll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?
Bowed head and lowered eyes?
Shoulders falling down like teardrops.

15
Weakened by my soulful cries.

Does my haughtiness offend you?
Don't you take it awful hard
'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines
Diggin' in my own back yard.


20

You may shoot me with your words,
You may cut me with your eyes,
You may kill me with your hatefulness,
But still, like air, I'll rise.

Does my sexiness upset you?


25
Does it come as a surprise
That I dance like I've got diamonds
At the meeting of my thighs?

Out of the huts of history's shame
I rise





30
Up from a past that's rooted in pain
I rise
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,
Welling and swelling I bear in the tide.

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear

35
I rise
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear
I rise
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,
I am the dream and the hope of the slave.

40
I rise
I rise
I rise.

Questions


What is ailing the “knight-at-arms”?


Describe the “lady” he met.  What does she do to him?


What happens in the dream?





Study Questions





Characterize the speaker and her conflicts.


What might you infer about the speaker from the lines “my skin has betrayed me” and “how come my knees are/always so ashy”?


Explain the meaning of the line, “the boy I cannot live without/still sucks his thumb/in secret.”


How and why is repetition used in the poem?


How would you interpret the lines “I should have been on Math Team/my marks were better than his”?


What is the overriding theme of this poem?


How would you explain the title, given the definition below?





Assonance – a writing technique in which two or more middle vowel sounds are repeated for effect. Aside from the fact that assonance is appealing to the ear, writers sometimes use this technique to connect sound to meaning.  





Study Questions





1. What do you suppose is meant by a “pretty how town”? What kind of town is this? (Cite lines to support your ideas.)





2. How do the people in this town act? (Cite lines to support your ideas.)





3. What is the purpose of the repetition of the seasons and the weather?  What is the speaker showing through this repetition?





4. The poem can be read two ways. First, with the words “anyone” and “noone” meaning what we you know them to mean, and then as if they are the names of characters.  Read the poem again understanding that “anyone” and “noone” are characters.


Why write the poem in this confusing way?  What is Cummings trying to do here? [Note the use of “someones” and “everyones” later in the poem.]


Why don’t the people of the town care for “anyone” (in both meanings of the word)?


What is the relationship between “anyone” and “noone” (the characters)?


What happens to the two of them?


Does the town change as a result? (Cite lines to support your ideas.)





5. Consider the use of capitalization in the poem. Why do you suppose Cummings use unconventional capitalization in this poem? 





6. What is the purpose of parentheses and tight spacing in this poem? 





7. What is the difference between children and adults as described in the poem?





8. According to the speaker, what happens to children as they grow older?





9. What is Cummings trying to say about conformity in this poem? 














Study Questions





Characterize the speaker. What can you infer about her? (Cite lines to support your claim.)


How does the speaker view herself?


Who is the speaker addressing?  How do you know?


What is the meaning of her first line: “You may write me down in history/with your bitter, twisted lies”?


What is the overall tone of the poem?  (Cite lines to support your claim.)


What is the purpose of mentioning “oil wells,” “gold mines,” and “diamonds”?


How does the speaker compare herself to her ancestors? (Cite lines to support your claim.)


In line 33, the speaker compares herself to an ocean.  Why an ocean?


What is the purpose of the repetition of the poem?











� A delay; the term comes from older firearms which sometimes had a delay between pulling the trigger and the gun actually firing


� it is sweet and becoming to die for one’s country





